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Interview by Paul Morley 

WHITE NOISE ECSTACY AND PENETRATION 

CONTACT/ATTITUDE/TRAVELS/COMMITMENT/SHEEP/HAPPINESS/

CHANGING VIEWS/MONEY(PLEASE)

  There is penetration and there is Penetration, and on a good 

night one is not that removed from the other.

  The gleaming metal music of the pride of Newcastle, scratchless 

music eased out of darkness and constriction. Blocks of dramatic 

sounds - precise beginnings and endings, climaxes, high spots, 

low spots - charged with black light. Penetration play it for all 

it's worth, a peculiarly tough yet naive romanticism.

  At the moment Penetration are more preservers than innovators - 

preserving the uncompromising, beguiling, articulate, dark elements

of dark metal music.

  The group are barely twelve months old. They played a handful of 

gigs in their native North-East before being forced by disinterest 

and a lack of focus to venture south, to their first London gig. 

In April this year they played the Roxy.

  For the band, Penetration was a new thing, an outlet, spurred 

inevitably by the example of the Pistols.

  "We've never been in a group before, though we'd messed about and

reached rehearsal stage. It was totally fresh - we weren't changing

any views.

  "The Roxy cost us literally hundreds of pounds. Vans, hiring a 

PA - things we'd never bothered with before."

  Were they naive?

  "Only as naive as we are now... no, our attitude has matured - we

can spot the wide-boys more easily."

  For Penetration the filthy realities of the business and it's

mecca, London, are absolutely disillusioning.

  "It was frustrating. Bands were getting on in London and we were 

working harder and not. It was basically geography."

  Penetration couldn't be in London all the time, and didn't really 

want to be. Third generation Punk bands swept nihilistically in 

(when there shouldn't even have been second generation bands), and 

received the exposure, silly acclaim, etc. Penetration set out 

bravely to conquer new territory, to retain respect in bewildering 

times.

  About five months ago they made a demo tape. They admit it was 

fairly duff, but the manager of Newcastle's Virgin shop asked for a

copy and sent it down to Virgin headquarters.

  "They must have seen something through it, because they offered 

us a one-off deal!"

  "Don't Dictate" - a rock single, a hard single. It halted any

possible undeserved slide into anonymity. It also highlighted the 

band's improvement over the last few months in terms of excitement, 

heart, pace. It promised.

  Now, they are in limbo. Virgin have not taken up their option.

  "We love rock'n'roll and want to enjoy ourselves. We're 

absolutely committed to Penetration and rock'n'roll. Rock'n'roll 

through Penetration. It's very awe-inspiring, you know that if it's 

a duff gig it's you you're letting down, no-one else."

  Enthusiastically arrogant, tentative and a little scared, they

play "Free Money" unashamedly. I want that money, buy me things I 

never had. They want acclaim and all that entails.

  Penetration seem to be one of the few groups who can get up 

onstage - angry, not pointlessly violent - and carve out a set of 

solidly unpretentious hard rock without lecturing, moaning, 

snapping or depressing. They obviously enjoy themselves, and will 

the audience to do likewise and not to respond blindly.

  "I don't know what it is. Maybe it's just because of where we 

come from." No paranoia in Newcastle. 

  Or maybe it's their almost physical sense of commitment. "We 

wouldn't do what people wanted us to do, just for the sake of it. 

We have to be committed to what we're doing."

  Positive attittudes - in their commitment, friendliness, concern 

for entertainment, in their honest admission that the words are 

more important to the group than to their audience. No lyrical 

pandering - they have to feel comfortable.

  "We like to think our songs are saying it's not as black as it 

seems, as some people have painted. It's not that bad."

  On Sunday at the Roundhouse, supporting Buzzcocks, their positive

attitude gave them an easy rapport with the packed audience. 

Pauline sang Patti Smith better than Patti Smith. The band's sense 

of deep Americanised dynamics gets surer and more confident all the

time. Their huge relieved smiles after the gig reflected how much 

they enjoyed it.

  Don't let anyone kid you. Penetration are one of the best bands 

in the country.
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