PENETRATION

From the fanzine Deviation Street #1 1977

Especially big thanks to Kevin Anderson.

I hadn't seen Penetration before the Guildhall gig/ what a shock, the last thing I thought possible was a good band from this area / GOOD? No Bloody amazing. Contrary to what you may have read in the press , the North‑East has not produced many good bands , in fact, none as good as this lot . The band are ‑‑‑‑Pauline‑‑‑‑‑Vocals Gary Chaplin ‑‑‑‑‑‑Guitar R. ‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑Bass Gary Smallman ‑‑‑‑Drums Also it would be impossible to miss out Peter Lloyd, Pauline’s boyfriend who travels with the group and is a great inspiration as well as one of the friendliest lads you could wish to meet. Anyway, at the Guildhall, they had to suffer a pretty bad sound system, but managed to overcome it with a stage presence which you'd only expect from a band who'd done a lot of gigs or had a couple of albums under their belts. They had the crowd dancing , having a lot of fun and begging for more , which they got with a version of Free money that would have made Patti Smith wish she'd been there. I chatted to Pauline at the bar and arranged to do an interview with the band. Pete Brent, the band's manager took me through to Ferryhill the following Saturday and this is what was said.

ME
What were you doing before Penetration?

PAULINE
Basically we'd just been messing about. We'd never played in any other bands before this one.

ME
Have you been into N/Wave music very long?

GARY CHAPLIN
For ages and ages, like you couldn't be into the Sex Pistols before they were the Sex Pistols, but we were always into Iggy and the Stooges . . . . . . . . .

Pauline
and Patti Smith.

ME
Any others?

GARY C.
I used to like Silverhead quite a bit.

PAULINE
I liked Michael Des Barres when he used to wear that dog collar.,

GARY C.
At one time you'd listen to anything , just to hear something different, but most things were really boring. Then the  Sex Pistols came along, now nobody's bored anymore.

PAULINE
When we'd go to the City Hall to see a group everyone would cheer when the Star came on, nobody seemed to care about the music, as long as they saw a star.. Over a year ago , Peter and I read an early review of the Pistols, when they were playing that Strip Club in London/Since we hadn't seen any good groups since The New York DOLLS, we decided to go to see them at Northallerton. They were so good that we went to see them again at Middlesbrough, scarbrough and the Screen on the Green in London, we've seen them about seven times now, they really are the tops.

ME

How did you and Gary meet?

PAULINE
I'd known Gary for some time. We used to see each other at concerts . We had the same interests in music.

ME

The first time I saw you was at the T. Rex concert /You looked as sick as I felt.

GARY
C.
I was really disappointed, because when I first started buying records , I liked T. Rex a lot. All my illusions were shattered. I thought Marc Bolan was quite good, but there again . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ME

R. and Gary haven't been with you very long, have they?

PAULINE
We used to have this bass player from Durham, a really good musician , but he didn't really fit in with the band.

R.

I was roadie at the time, I could play a guitar , so I bought a bass and joined the band.

GARY
C: It got to the stage where just before xmas , we were going to pack it all in; we weren't getting anywhere or doing anything constructive Then we got a couple of gigs, one with the vibrators and one with Generation X

at the Roxy. But a fortnight before the Roxy gig, our drummer left. So we got Gary to play drums and we only had two weeks rehearsal before the gig.

ME

What was the Roxy like?

PAULINE
I didn't like it . . . . . . . . . . .

GARY
C.
It was a hole. The audience was dead from the neck upwards, not from the neck downwards though, 'cause they like dressing up a lot. They like walking around too.
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ME

Do you write all the lyrics, Pauline?

PAULINE
All the later ones, Gary helped me with the first ones, though.

GARY C.
It's the new songs that we're doing that I like the best , they're getting a lot more complicated, not musically, but with regards to the arrangements, they're a lot more complex in that way.

ME

Has it been hard getting. Work in the North‑East?

GARY C.
Well, we've played the Rock Garden a few times, the Guildhall, the Polytech. , so it's not been too bad.

PAULINE
The trouble is, people don't take much notice of bands up here. If we lived in London, we'd probably get reviewed after one gig, but up here you're lucky to get a review after ten gigs. Jonh Ingham likes

us , by the way.


Do you listen to much reggae?

GARY C.
I listen to all sorts of music/ I like Culture , Bob Marley, in fact the first reggae I ever heard was a wailers album.

PAULINE
I like the Heptones/A lot of people who haven't heard much reggae or n/ wave music, seem to think it all sounds the same, but when you hear a lot, you can tell that all the bands have their individual sound.

GARY C.

Don't you think that a lot of n/wave bands are putting it on a bit, talking about the state of the nation and such like / not like the Clash, their politics are their own /they seem honest about what they're doing / a lot of bands seem to be getting involved in fascism and it's really stupid.

Pauline


I hate fascism .I think it's shit/ There's a lot of it in London. I don't understand politics and don't even want to. When we went to Edinburgh to see the Clash , everybody was dead keen, there was more life in one

row than in the whole of the Roxy, but everywhere you looked, there were swastika armbands and nazi regalia.

GARY C.

There seems to be a dangerous element in London, because people involved with the National Front have seen the kids wearing swastikas and such like, and they've spread it about that the kids are involved in

the N. F , , which is totally untrue / How could you dare buy a reggae album if you were into that sort of stuff.

PAULINE

It's like what they said about the Pistols., there's no way that they're into the N. F. / IT"S TOTALLY OPPOSED TO ANYTHING THEY'RE SINGING ABOUT, AND THE SAME GOES FOR US.

As you may have realised, Penetration are totally against the formal politics that people try to tag onto the n/wave bands/the only anarchy they want is musical anarchy, to be in a position to dictate their own terms and play the sort of songs that they like / not what a record co. likes. Since this interview took place, I've gotten to know the band quite well. They really are a great bunch of people, but more important, their music just seems to get stronger every time they play. When they played support to Meal Ticket at Seaburn. Hall recently, they totally blew them off stage, with songs like, "Silent Community", "I Don't Care", "V. I. P. ","Don't Dictate", "Duty Free Technology", "Firing Squad", "Fashion Display", "Destroy", " and "Money talks".

The following Friday they played the Polytech. on the afternoon, after being banned from the University Theatre for no apparent reason and turned in quite a good set , considering they were using borrowed gear and had hardly slept that week, because of two days recording demos for Virgin in London and a gig at the Marquee. On the same Friday night , however, they played support to the Vibrators at Seaburn and were absolutely magnificent. They played as tight as humanly possible, and it was only marred when Pauline and Gary were almost dragged off stage by over enthusiastic fans and John Ellis of the Vibrators was hit on the face by a flying glass. Dance if you want, that's O. K. , but remember that these people are only human. They bleed just like you.

Next month there'll be a review of the gig that Penetration are doing in Huddersfield with Generation X and Elvis Costello.

If you think this article sounds biased / you're probably right. What's the use of a fanzine if you're just out to slag people . You might as well start a Hatezine.
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Kevin.

