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  And so, in a year in which they've been the pace-setting band so far, The 

Buzzcocks move onto Tour Number Four.

  A few months ago on the last jaunt they were admirably supported by that

lovable quartet The Slits (what are they doing these days?).

  This time around, another of the country's up and coming female singers, 

Pauline, and the Ferryhill combo Penetration get the gig.

  As the support band, they're in a position similar to that of The Buzzcocks

a year ago; still based in County Durham, they're content to grow at their own 

pace, oblivious to trends, quietly confident in themselves and their ability 

to break through when the time comes.

  And I've no doubt that they will.

  Original guitarist Gary Chaplin was recently replaced by newcomer Neale 

Floyd, and the band's sound is noticably heavier than before. The free and easy

slickness, however, is still there, the perfect foil to Pauline's haunting

vocals.

  A half-hour set is well paced; slow, moody songs like the sublime "Lovers Of

Outrage" take their place beside the faster rockers.

  There's also a healthy dose of new stuff - "Visions", "Future Daze" and

"Stone Heroes" are three - since I last saw the band two months ago, although 

one song "Silent Community" suffers from the same problem as X-Ray Spex's 

"Submerge" - too close to the Pistols' "Submission" for comfort.

  Even the traditionally laidback Aylesbury crowd are with them all the way,

pogoing gleefully as Pauline footsies back and forth across the stage, and the

group are brought back for an encore.

  Right now, not beating about the bush, I firmly believe that Penetration are

one of the best rock bands in the country.

  Thy're right up there with the likes of The Clash, The Jam, The Rumour and,

of course, The Buzzcocks.

  And they're improving at an alarming rate.   

