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LYCEUM, LONDON 

  After the recent Nashville debacle - when hundreds

of fans were turned away following a bottling incident 

- I was confidently expecting Penetration to pull out 

all the stops for their first major London gig.

  Sadly, what ensued was one of the most lacklustre 

performances this fan has yet witnessed from the Pride 

of Pitland.

  With the addition of a new guitarist, name of Fred, 

Penetration have completed their evolution from punk 

outfit to progressive hard rock band. What their 

forthcoming "Moving Targets" album will hopefully prove 

is that, in this field, they are not just another band 

- but the best currently working on our green and 

pleasant land. And I've still every confidence that 

they are.

  But on Sunday night, for some reason they cut it 

only in odd, fleeting moments, when Pauline led the 

band back to the heights attained on the final 

Roundhouse gig of the last Buzzcocks tour. Those 

moments were the still sublime "Lovers Of outrage", 

"Nostalgia" - a brilliant new song from the pen 

of Pete Shelley (the two P's clash - and how!) - and 

the opening "Future Daze" march.

  Too often, though, they seemed inhibited by the 

gothic vastness of the (half-empty) hall and by their 

own nerves. It is ironic that one of the country's 

most talented bands are also one of the most nervous 

on stage.

  Two other songs were premiered: "Too Many Friends" 

bears their familiar stamp of introspective quality 

but "Dark Hearts" - saved for the encore - could have 

been AC/DC. It hasn't come to this, surely?

  Even so, if you're going to Reading (for which this 

was a warm up), I'd still wholeheartedly recommend that 

you don't miss 'em.
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